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announced Tuesday its plan to 
sell the Donahue and Archer 
buildings, according to Vice 
President of Government and 
Community Affairs John Nucci.
The buildings, which are 
located on Temple Street and 
share hallways connecting the 
two, are being sold by real 
estate company Jones Lang 
LaSalle. Nucci said there is no 
specific deadline on when to 
close of the sale, and “We’re 
going to do our best to market 
the property.”
News of the move was also 
announced to faculty Tuesday 
via email by Interim President 
Norman Smith.
It was not clear what price 
will be asked for the properties, 
and JLL could not be reached 
for comment.
The two buildings host 
classrooms used by the College 
of Arts and Sciences. Donahue 
is also home to the financial 
aid office, registrar’s office, 
and bursar’s office.
A transition for the 
buildings was already in
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place, as all classrooms were 
planned to move into Suffolk’s 
new building, 20 Somerset, 
starting in fall 2015. The 
Boston Business Journal first 
■wrote on Friday that Suffolk 
was interested in selling the 
buildings.
Smith said in the email that
the buildings will likely be 
occupied by Suffolk until the 
end of the 2015-16 year.
“One of the core planning 
principles of our master 
plan with the city of Boston 
has been to move much of 
the classroom activity away 
from residential Beacon Hill.
Primarily, the reason for the 
sale is simply that we are 
excited and looking forward to 
the opening of 20 Somerset in 
the fall,” said Nucci.
However, in an interview 
with The Suffolk Journal 
in December 2012, former 
president James McCarthy said
the university was not planning 
to sell the Donahue and Archer 
buildings because they were 
home to the financial aid and 
bursar’s office, as well as the 
C. Walsh Theatre.
The Archer building was
See SALE page 2
Courtesy of Paul Andrade
Art Loan Program canceled
Senior Lab Instructor Paul Andrade offers his thoughts 
on the terminated program.
See story on page 4
Smith, Sodexo slash dining costs
Thalia Yunen
Journal Staff
If you’ve bought food on 
campus this semester, you 
may or may not have noticed a 
drop in prices.
During winter break. 
Interim President Norman 
Smith partnered with Sodexo 
to reduce prices of food and 
beverage for all vendors on 
campus, the change being one 
of many steps in his mission to 
centralize campus and improve 
Suffolk’s -visibility.
In an email sent to the 
Journal, Smith said, “Sodexo, 
at my request, conducted 
an outside survey of all 
commonly served items and 
reduced prices so that all on- 
campus prices are below the
neighborhood average. In 
some cases, like salads, the 
prices dropped by $1.”
According to Inside 
Suffolk, Suffolk University’s 
internal publication, Sodexo 
management conducted this 
survey on food outlets like 
Pret A Manger at Downtown 
Crossing, Starbucks at 
Government Center, and 
Panera Bread on Tremont 
Street.
According to the 
publication. Smith wanted to 
make changes after noticing 
the “large number of students 
and staff who would come into 
73 Tremont each day with food 
bags from outside vendors.”
Cafe 73 in particular has 
experienced many changes. 
According to Sodexo, the 
updated menu will include 
flatbreads and other offerings.
all sandwiches will be served 
with kettle chips, packaged 
and fresh juice in a grab & go 
cooler will be sold at a reduced 
price point, fountain soda will 
be installed in the future at 
cross-campus pricing, and 
new combos, bundles, and 
value offers featuring fountain 
beverages will be included.
“What we had requested 
of Sodexo is that they survey 
all neighborhood eateries 
and assemble all the prices 
being offered for comparable 
products, then take an average 
price for each comparable 
product and re-price the 
product offered at all campus 
eateries so that each price is 
lower than the average price 
of the off-campus eateries,”
See SODEXO page 3
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New ad campaign aims to buld image of university
Heatlier RutJierford
Journal Staff
In the heart of Boston, 
Suffolk University has been 
ranked by the Princeton 
Revievr anaong the best 
colleges and business schools 
in the country, and is among 
“Boston’s Global Top 5.” The 
university’s new advertisement 
campaign was set in motion 
to not only accentuate its 
positive image, but to tell 
its success stories to build 
upon its positive reputation. 
Suffolk University’s Chief 
Marketing Officer Dan Esdale 
collaborated with Stamats, a 
promotion and advertising 
agency that specializes in 
higher education integrated 
marketing, according to its 
website.
“I think if this campaign 
hits the right note, it’s going 
to have the impact we’re 
looking for,” Esdale said. The 
motivation behind the new 
advertisements comes from 
Interim President Norman 
Smith’s vision to bring light to 
Suffolk’s accomplishments, he 
said.
Suffolk’s previous
marketing strategy put in 
place by former president 
James McCarthy included 
advertisements displayed 
around the city. Devito/Verdi, 
the company who created ads 
for that campaign, is well
known for its keen ability to 
turn heads with its provocative 
ads. Smith’s first action in 
office was canceling the 
campaign.
' “Stamats has come to the 
university, they’ve met with 
the president and faculty, and 
they’ve met with a number of 
people here on campus to get 
to know the university,” Esdale 
said. “This is the first step in 
a long process to build the 
image of the university.”
"This is the first 
step in the long 
process to build 
the image of the 
university."
- Dan Esdale
Stamats creates higher 
education marketing for 
institutions including the
University of South Carolina,
Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, Hastings College, 





The overall tone of this 
campaign is to “position Suffolk 
as a success story,” Esdale said, 
stressing its rankings and the 
fact that Suffolk is one of the 
top five global universities in
Boston.
In addition to new 
advertisements that can be 
seen on the MBTA, and recently 
featured in The Boston Globe 
and The Boston Herald, a new 
brochure sent to students 
portrays the university in a 
new light.
“Brochures were distributed 
to high school and college 
counselors to build the 
visibility of the university,” 
Esdale said. The new 
advertisements are primarily 
focused on increasing Suffolk’s 
visibility in the greater Boston 
area.
Brochures that were 
also sent to current and 
prospective students exemplify 
the university’s points of 
distinction, profiles its 
students and alumni and their 
success stories. It “gets across 
the student experience and 
benefit of getting an education 
in the heart of Boston,” said 
Esdale.
Being an alum himself, 
Esdale points out that he is 
“really focusing that we are 
centrally located, and the 
opportunities and outcomes of 
that experience.”
The new ad campaign is 
hoping to help the university 
become closely aligned with 
Boston’s top schools.
“An)^ime you can put 
Suffolk in the same tone as 
Harvard and MIT, that’s the 
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Suffolk moving toward a more centralized campus
From SALE page 1
the original home of Suffolk 
Law School, and was built in 
1920, with a two-story addition 
added in 1937. Donahue was 
constructed in 1966.
According to a school 
spokesman, the city assessed 
the properties for fiscal year 
2015 at $29,081,956 for Archer 
and $16,068,980 for Donahue.
The plan to put these 
buildings on the market comes 
after Suffolk sold the Fenton 
building last summer.
Beyond the offices and 
classrooms inside Donahue, 
there is also the main common 
space for students. The fourth 
floor has seating and pool 
tables for students, and also 
has space for multiple student 
clubs.
Nucci said all of the current 
uses in Archer and Donahue will 
be absorbed by 20 Somerset. 
However, in the email sent by 
Smith, the interim president 
said some faculty offices will 
move to 73 Tremont, graduate 
programs will move to the Law 
School, and that some of the 
activities held in Donahue and 
Archer will be able to move to
vacated space in Sawyer.
Activities that take place in 
the C. Walsh Theatre will also 
be moved to other facilities in 
downtown, Nucci said.
“We are working on a plan 
to replace those activities that 
take place in the C. Walsh 
Theatre. Activities may be 
absorbed into other facilities 
about the campus,” said Nucci.
Dean Kenneth Greenberg, 
who will be stepping down 
from his position as dean and 
moving into teaching next 
year, said, “I’ve been around 
Suffolk since 1978. Archer and 
Donahue are part of my life. 
There’s a nostalgic feeling and 
I’m sad to see them go.”
However, Greenberg noted 
that it is a wise decision for 
the university.
“The bottom line is the 
university is obligated to 
use students’ money in the 
wisest and most efficient way 
possible,” said Greenberg.
Theatre Department Chair 
Maril5m Plotkins was visibly 
upset regarding the plan to 
sell both buildings. She had 
learned only a few minutes
before interviewing with the 
Journal that the buildings 
were officially on the market, 
although she said that she 
knew this was coming for two 
years.
“We are hopeful the 
university will be able to 
procure space for the multi­
use capacity that we now 
enjoy,” said Plotkins.
Patrick Heaton, the director 
of the office of orientation and 
new student programs was 
startled to hear the news was 
official after seeing an article 
from the Boston Business 
Journal on the matter.
“I’m curious about the 
university plan,” said Heaton. 
“I’m particularly interested 
in what will happen to the 
Theatre Department and the C. 
Walsh.”
Surprise spread to students 
as well.
“I’m just confused,” said 
Devin Longland when she 
learned of the plan to sell 
the buildings. As a student 
employee of the office of 
orientation and new student 
programs, she was curious as
to where the building’s clubs 
and offices would go.
“It just seems kind of silly,” 
said Longland, a senior in the 
psychology department. “Why 
would you jump the gun?”
SGA President Tyler LeBlanc 
was more optimistic about the 
plan.
“I think it’s exciting,” he 
said. “It just means that there’s 
other opportunities on the 
horizon as far as space.”
SGA is planning on 
supporting clubs as they 
prepare to vacate current 
offices and move into another 
space.
“That’s our biggest thing 
right now that we’re pushing 
with administration, is making 
sure that there is student space, 
student hang out space, space 
for clubs and organizations,” 
said LeBlanc.
While some oppose the 
move away from Beacon 
Hill, Communications major 
Annalise Reusche said the 
move makes sense.
“This area is residential,” 
she said. “It makes sense that 
they don’t want our school and
students where they live.”
Global business and 
Communications major Ge-Ann 
Laruan said of the impending 
move that everything will 
still be walkable, and that “It 
doesn’t make a difference if we 
move to the other building.”
Whether students and 
faculty agree with the change 
or not, it is clear that Smith’s 
plan to centralize the campus 
is in effect.
President of the Beacon 
Hill Civic Association Mark 
Kiefer said the group has "long 
supported" the conversion 
of changing the university 
buildings into "low impact" 
housing, particularly housing 
units for families.
“While many final decisions 
remain outstanding, we 
presently see great promise 
for improved conditions for 
virtually all activities currently 
operating in the Temple Street 
buildings,” Smith said.
Melissa Hanson, Haley 
Peabody, and Will Senar 
contributed to this report.
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Sawyer sentors anticipate diplomas, embrace the future
Brigitte Carreiro
Journal Staff
“There’s so much potential 
for anyone to do anything. 
Anyone can succeed in this 
world. As long as you want it 
and have that drive and self- 
motivation, you’re going to 
succeed.” So said senior Will 
Dasco, an accounting major 
getting ready to jumpstart his 
career.
With graduation looming, 
seniors are making major 
decisions that will shape 
their lives following the end 
of their Suffolk University 
career. For some, this can be 
an intimidating process.
“Choosing your career is 
obviously one of the most 
significant decisions you will 
make in your life, and when 
you want to find a career that 
makes you happy and fits 
your interests, not knowing 
exactly what’s going to happen 
can be stressful,” said senior 
marketing and management 
student and SGA Secretary 
Dennis Harkins. “But it’s also 
exciting!”
Searching for a successful, 
enjoyable job, as Harkins 
said, can be difficult, but for 
Dasco, working at Hillstone 
Restaurant in Faneuil Hall for 
the past couple of years has 
made his choices easier.
“I feel like I’ve changed 
as an individual by working 
there,” he said. “I realized 







Senior Will Dasco hopes to move to Washington D.C. 
to work in restaurant management after college.
As a result, Dasco accepted 
an offer for the restaurant’s 
management program and 
will soon be moving to 
Washington, D.C. to pursue a 
full-time career in restaurant 
management.
Finding success after 
graduating from college is 
an objective that most will 
strive toward for many years. 
Some Sawyer Business School 
students are feeling the 
pressure, but are using it to 
motivate them to achieve their 
goals.
In addition to finding a 
job, students will make the 
decision of whether or not to
pursue graduate school, which 
Harkins decided early on was 
something he wanted to do.
“Given that graduate 
degrees are almost a 
requirement now for many 
careers, I wanted to continue 
my education while I’m already 
in the mindset of being a full­
time student,” Harkins said. 
He plans to start a one-to- 
two year graduate program in 
September and is looking into 
the Suffolk, John F. Kennedy 
School of Government, and 
Boston University programs.
According to Dasco, 
pursuing a business degree was 
not always his plan. Starting
"Everyone talks 
about 'the real 
world' as if it's 
this anomaly.
As a senior, you 
feel so much 
pressure to get 
out there and 
find the job of 
your dreams."
- Will Dasco
as a biology major to fulfill a 
childhood dream of working in 
medicine, he realized that the 
program was not the right fit 
for him and moved on to the 
business school.
“I’ve always been very 
business-oriented. I always 
knew that it was my alternative 
to medicine,” he said.
Harkins also took time 
to realize what he wanted at 
Suffolk, and said that he spent 
almost two years figuring out 
his path.
As an accounting major, 
Dasco said that although 
careers in the field are very 
high in demand, he feels that
searching for a job is still 
extremely difficult.
“I don’t think it’s ever 
been easy, and it’s especially 
difficult nowadays,” he said. 
“We’re competing with 60 
other schools in Boston. You 
need to do everything you can 
to make yourself stand out.”
Dasco said that the demand 
to find a job immediately after 
finishing college is definitely 
an obstacle.
“Everyone talks about 
‘the real world’ as if it’s this 
anomaly. As a senior, you feel 
so much pressure to get out 
there and find the job of your 
dreams,” he said.
Despite the difficult search, 
Suffolk provides resources that 
Dasco believes are invaluable. 
He mentioned that SBS 
provides helpful professional 
development, including
rdsumd-building and bringing 
business representatives to 
campus.
“Suffolk has all these 
seemingly simple things that 
people write off,” he said. 
“There are some brilliant 
people that work at this 
school and genuinely want 
to help students. People just 
need to take advantage of the 
resources.”
Harkins agrees, and said 
that figuring out what to do 
after graduating college is 
both difficult and thrilling.
“It can be stressful, but 
embrace it because it’s one 
of the most exciting decisions 
you’ll make about your future,” 
he said.
Sodexo adjusts rates, competes with average street prices
From SODEXO page 1
said Smith.
Suffolk will also be 
introducing a program 
partnership with AppGard, 
which, according to Sodexo, 
will be similar to that of G’VS 
and Starbucks' loyalty reward 
program. Sodexo is currently 
waiting for the IT department 
to approve the utilization of 
Suffolk IDs for this program.
“Hopefully this will reduce 
the exodus of those students 
and staff who are most 
financially challenged and 
add to the positive reaction of 
everyone else,” said Smith.
In addition to this, Sodexo 
will not be requesting an 
increase in either retail or 
catering pricing for the 2015- 
16 school year.
New developments on 
campus has extended beyond 
the dining halls, as well.
With the Tuesday 
announcement of the sale 
of the Donahue and Archer 
buildings, and the opening 
of 20 Somerset in the fall.
John Nucci, vice president of 
government and community 
affairs, said that One Beacon is 
going to be the new home of 
the entrepreneurship program.
“Our lease on the One 
Beacon space runs out in 2017,” 
said Nucci. “However, we feel 
it’s a very important space for 
the university. It’s centrally 
located and it’s highly visible 
for the foot traffic, vehicular 
traffic that goes out there 
everyday.”
Nucci said they are in the 
process of renegotiating their 
lease.
In regards to NESAD, there 
has been no firm decision 
made on moving NESAD closer 
to Suffolk’s campus, although 
Nucci said the intentions are 
to try to move it closer to the 
central campus.
Both President Smith and 
Nucci have confirmed that 
there will be an upcoming 
Campus Forum where Smith 
will address many of the 
changes happening at Suffolk.
Cafe 73 Pricing
Menu Item Suffolk Suffolk AVG Savings Sawngs
Istsem. 2nd Sem. Savings Percent STREET vs. STREET Percent
Bagel $ 1.50 $ 1.25 $ (0.25) -16.7% 1.46 $ (0.21) -16.6%
Coffee: Tall $ 1.95 $ 1.75 $ (0.2(» -10.3% $ 1.88 $ (0.13) -7.1%
Coffee Grande $ 2.25 $ 2.10 S (0.15) -6.7% 2.16 $ (0.06) -2.9%
Coffee: Vent $ 2.50 $ 2.40 $ (0.10) A.m 2.41 $ (0.01) -0.4%
Value Salad $ 6.79 $ 5.79 $ (1.00) -14.7% $ 6.48 $ (0.69) -11.9%
1/2 Salad $ 3.79
Value Sandwch $ 6.79 $ 5,79 $ (lOD) -14.5% 6.09 $ (0.30) -5.2%
Espresso; Double $ 2.10 $ 1.95 s (0.15) -7.1% 2.25 $ (0.30) -15.4%
Espresso; Single $ 1.95 $ 1.75 s (0.20) -10.^ 1.78 $ (0.03) -1.7%
Iced Tazo Tea Venti $ 2.65 $ 2.40 $ (0.25) ■^.4% 2.40 $ - 0.0%
Muffin $ 2.35 $ 2.19 $ (0.16) ■6.® 2.21 $ (0.02) -0.8%
S ignature S alad . $ 6.79 $ 6.48 $ (0.31) ■4M '■$ 6.48 $ 0.00 0.1%
S ignature S andwich $ 6.79 $ 6.70 $ (0.09) '■$ 6.86 $ (0.16) -2.4%
S imply-To-Go F ruit Cup $ 4.25 $ 3.79 $ (0.4Q ~io.m 3.95 S (0.16) -4.2%
S imply-To-Go S alad $ 7.00 $ 5.79 $ (1.21) -17.3% 6.95 $ (1.16) -20.0%
S imply-To-Go S andwich $ 6.50 $ 5.79 $ (0.71)- -10.^ 5.95 $ (0,16) -2,8%
Whole Fruit $ 1.25 $ 0.99 $ (0.26) 1.33 $ (0.34) -34.7%
Bagged Chips $ 1.25 $ 0.99 $ (0.26) ■20M 1.12 $ (0.13) -13.1%
Turkey Sandwich $ 6.50 $ 5.79 $ (0.71) -10.9% 's 5.95 $ (0.16) -2.8%
Chips $ 1.25 $ 0.99 $ (0.2® ■20M $ 1.08 $ (0,09) -9.1%
Courtesy of Suffolk Universify
Smith will host a Campus Forum within the next few weeks 
to discuss Suffolk's new developments.
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Partnership with NESAD canceled POLICE BLOTTER
Will Senar
Journal Staff
Suffolk University has 
canceled its Art Loan Program 
with New England School of 
Art and Design. In the past, 
this collaboration between 
NESAD faculty allowed for 
work by the faculty to be 
displayed in offices in the 73 
Tremont building, according 
to Paul Andrade, a senior lab 
instructor at NESAD. However, 
the Suffolk Law School’s Art 
Loan Program is still in effect.
The program began eight 
to 10 years ago at the Law 
School and has since grown. 
According to Andrade, the 
Law School had a small budget 
for artwork, most of it from 
a corporate loan program 
with some of the established 
Newbury Street galleries. The 
Law School invited faculty to 
join the program, and faculty 
could submit their work for 
approval.
According to Andrade, if 
the artwork is borrowed, the 
university takes it on loan and 
pays the artist a yearly fee 
until the asking price of the 
piece is paid. All of the work 
is priced on equal loan terms 
rather than by an appraiser on 
an annual contract with each 
artist.
To clarify, Andrade 
explained that if a piece is 
agreed upon by the university 
and the artist to be worth $500, 
the artist will have a contract 
with the university to be paid 
$100 per year for five years.
Andrade, whose artwork 
had been on display through 
Art Loan, said he thought
the program was a great 
way to connect a somewhat 
segregated campus.
“It got a lot of us engaged in 
going over there and looking at 
the space and we got to meet 
some of the deans. We got to 
meet some of the students who 
got to look at the work on an 
everyday basis,” said Andrade. 
“I know it made me feel that 
they respected what we were 
doing and they respected that 
we are creative people and 
they didn’t forget about us.”
"Just pure 
conjecture, I 
believe the school 
is looking for a 
way to use those 




When faculty needed to 
decorate a blank wall, they 
could request the artwork 
straight from NESAD.
“It’s nice to have original 
work whether it comes from 
us at NESAD or if you go to 
another gallery. When you 
have original work, it says 
volumes about what you value,” 
Andrade said. “Obviously, 
Suffolk doesn’t value posters, 
they value something called 
artists. They value something 
that is handmade, made in a 
limited amount of time. It was 
a really nice thing that they’ve 
done.”
A Suffolk University 
spokesman did not respond to 
a request for comment. College 
of Arts and Sciences Dean 
Kenneth Greenberg said he 
was aware of the cancellation 
but was not aware of any 
reason for it.
Andrade, who has 34 pieces 
at 73 Tremont, said he has 
spoken with administrators 
and faculty about Art Loan, 
and said the general consensus 
is that they love the program. 
He said people in the building 
requested his work and 
believes this is because his 
art is full of bright colors and 
is very similar to modern art 
without being challenging or 
controversial.
Faculty was informed six 
months before the cancellation 
that the program would not 
be continued in 73 Tremont, 
although the Law School’s 
program is still ongoing. 
However, a specific reason 
for the eradication was 
not provided, according to 
Andrade.
Andrade was affected by 
the cancellation, and although 
he wishes for it to continue, he 
understands the university had 
a reason for terminating it.
“I felt like it was an end of 
an era. I felt that the school 
couldn’t afford to place their 
resources in that department,” 
said Andrade. “Just pure 
conjecture, I believe the 
school is looking for a way to 
use those funds that are more 
student-centric.”
In a separate effort, 
the Student Government 
Association has created a 
program in which student 



























Minor possession of alcohol. 
Judicial internal.
Friends come together after sophomore's home destroyed by blaze
Melissa Hanson
Journal Staff
It is widely known that 
the people you meet your 
freshman year of college can 
easily become your closest 
friends for the next four years, 
and perhaps beyond.
Sophomores Francesca 
Nardelli, Caroline Stern, and 
Niki Russell are no exception. 
Friends since freshman year. 
Stern and Russell found out 
Nardelli’s home in Walpole 
burned to the ground and 
sprung into action to help 
their friend.
The two started a 
“crowdfunding” movement 
through a GoFundMe webpage 
where friends, family, and 
strangers could donate to 
Nardelli’s family, who lost 
nearly everything in the blaze.
“I ■ literally just didn’t 
even know what to say,” 
said Nardelli of when she
realized her friends made the 
fundraising page for her. As 
of Tuesday night, it had raised 
$11,379. “It’s helped so much 
just to know there are people 
out there I don’t even know 
[donating], it’s nice to see that 
people are willing to help out.”
Nardelli, 20, is a graphic 
design major at the New 
England School of Art and 
Design. Because of the financial 
difficulties of paying to live 
in the city, this year Nardelli 
chose to commute to Suffolk 
via MBTA commuter rail from 
her Walpole home.
After she left for school 
Friday morning, Nardelli 
received a call and text from 
her brother. He told her their 
house was on fire, and sent a 
photo of the flames.
Nardelli headed back home, 
where firefighters had put 
out a blaze that was in their 
garage, she said. The rest 
of her two-story home was 
damaged by water and smoke.
Courtesy of Francesca Nardelli
Nardelli's GoFundMe has raised 
more than $11,000 as of 
Tuesday night.
The family, told by firefighters 
they couldn’t stay there for 
a few months, Nardelli said.
grabbed essentials and went to 
her aunt’s home in Quincy.
But the next morning, 
Nardelli’s family awoke to find 
their home had caught fire 
again around 6 a.m. Saturday, 
and this time it was severely 
damaged.
“I never thought this would 
ever happen to me,” Nardelli 
said over the phone Monday. 
Her professors have allowed 
her to take a week off from 
classes - she even lost her 
textbooks in the blaze.
She and her mother, 
Donna, think back to the first 
blaze Friday morning. They 
stared at the home, recently 
extinguished from flames, and 
could hear a crackling and 
popping sounds. Firefighters 
had told them the fire was 
out, she said, but then the 
second fire broke out Saturday 
morning.
“The whole house was 
in flames” the second time, 
Nardelli said. “The whole thing
was just gone.”
As Nardelli looks for a 
permanent place to stay, her 
friends have been helping her 
along the way, offering up 
their apartments for temporary 
shelter.
Stern and Russell share a 
Beacon Hill apartment. When 
Nardelli visits, the three, 
who all lived in 150 Tremont 
dormitory hall last year, like to 
eat at Fin’s Sushi and Grill and 
shop around the city.
Nardelli, who thinks she 
might want to work with Nike 
someday to design athletic 
wear, had been saving money 
in a plan to get an apartment 
with Stern next year. But now, 
she’s not sure if that is in the 
realm of possibility.
For now, she said she is 
“just tr5dng to figure out what 
do.”
Anyone who would like to 
donate to Nardelli’s GoFundMe 
page can do so at; http://www. 
gofundme.com/il9adw.
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Venezuela's empty shelves
Venezuela suffers Opinion.




Long lines outside of su­
permarkets waiting for basic 
items such as butter, diapers, 
and bottled water have been 
observed in the streets of Ven­
ezuela recently, as reported by 
multiple Suffolk students who 
visited their home country 
during the winter break.
Photos of empty shelves at 
stores controlled by the na­
tional government have been 
circulating social networks 
as President Nicolas Maduro 
warns other Latin American 
governments to. “not stick 
[their] stinking noses into the 
affairs of the Venezuelan peo­











Daniel Billembourg, a 
sophomore from Venezuela, 
describes the Venezuelan gov­
ernment and politics as “back­
wards.”
“The Venezuela my father 
and grandfather knew is very 
different of the Venezuela of
today,” he said.
The shortages come after 
Maduro has been struggling 
with the falling oil prices. 
According to the New York 
Times, the price per barrel 
has dropped to $38 last month 
from $96 in September.
While Venezuela is accus­
tomed to seeing a shortage 
and regulation of staples, the 
wait time of the lines at the 
markets has become to hours- 
long, and law enforcement has 
had to step in to regulate traf­
fic and monitor civilians, as re­
ported by NYT.
Certain goods are regulated 
so that citizens cannot acquire 
more than a specified amount 
weekly, according to The 
Washington Post, so the gov­
ernment has started usjng a 
system “based on government 
identification numbers,” con­
tributing to the longer waiting 
periods.
But not only are house­
holds being deprived of basic 
goods. The economic crisis has 
also affected restaurants and 
hospitals in the country.
McDonald’s is no longer 
serving french fries, as pota­
toes are out of stock, accord­
ing to NYT. They have been re­
placed with arepas, a flatbread 
most popular in Venezuela 
and Colombia made of cooked 
flour or corn maize.
On more essential items, 
such as medicine, hospitals 
and clinics have been scram­
bling to find the medications 
they need to carry out their 
usual business.
“We are getting to a break­
ing point,” Dr. Gastbn Silva, 
the head of cardiovascular sur­
gery at the University Hospital 
of Caracas, said to NYT. “If one 
thing is lacking, O.K. If there 
are no automobile parts, we’ll 
see. Food, that’s problematic. 
But health care, that’s more 
problematic. Where will it 
end?”
Surgeries are being post­
poned and clinics are being 
closed due to lack of neces­
sary materials needed to take 
care for their patients. Doctors 
have started reaching out for 
help in the U.S. to send medi­
cations for emergency surger­
ies and procedures.
“The government has be­
come filled by dishonest, self­
ish government officials,” Bil­
lembourg said.
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By Jonathon Scosta Abi Hassan/ Journal Staff
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Venezuelans wait in line outside of supermarkets 




After living abroad for 
more than four years, every 
time I get to go back home 
means a lot to me. Overtime, 
I realize how great my deci­
sion was of leaving Venezuela 
when I was 15.
The first time I went back 
I was still a teen, and, for me, 
nothing had changed in my 
city. All the business were 
still busy, and life in Lecheria 
was still the same.
But year after year, I 
found myself going back less 
and less often. In this last trip 
I took to Venezuela, it had 
been more than two years 
since the last time I had vis­
ited.
My ignorance about the 
actual situation of my coun­
try was shown at the moment 
my plane landed in. All the 
passengers need to go to the 
gate three to pick up their 
luggage, as instructed by the 
pilot. But what I didn't know 
was that gate three was just 
a connected walkway to the 
back of the plane. Everyone 
would have to jump over 
other people picking up their 
own luggage to reach to the 
back door of the plane and
wait until someone throw our 
bags to the pit of angry people.
Three days passed before I 
went out to explore the city, 
only to discover the mess I 
was living in. Driving around 
town, I saw that most of the 
supermarkets had lines of 
more than 200 people waiting 
outside, and when I asked my 
mom why that was happening, 
she replied, "It is diapers day."
How come a country as rich 
as Venezuela has people wait­
ing in line for three or four 
hours outside the supermar­
ket because they haven't had 
any diapers for the past two 
months? How will this society 
recover from this shift that has 
families using fabrics as dia­
pers, like in the ancient age, 
and then wake up at 5 a.m. the 
next day to wait a four hour 
line to get disposable diapers?
Right after the diapers epi­
sode, I went to fill up my car at 
the gas station. Knowing that 
Venezuela has been an export­
er of oil for the past century, 
I was not shocked when I saw 
how much I payed to fill my 
Ford Fiesta. I payed six boliva- 
res. What actually shocks me 
is how much this is in dollars. 
One dollar right now is 186 bo- 
livares, so to fill fill my tank, I 
payed three cents.
How come the Venezuelan 
government has never thought 
of raising the price of gaso­
line? Economists know that 
this is a strategy to get more 
money into the country.
While in Lecheria, I asked 
one of the women in line at 
the supermarket to tell me 
how much a box of diapers 
cost on a national supermar­
ket. Hoping that because 
she was in line to buy at a 
national market, the price 
would be less expensive 
than buying on a private 
store. She told me it was 
500 boh'vares ($2.60) for one 
packet of 24 diapers.
How is it possible for a 
Venezuelan who live on the 
minimum wage to buy one 
packet of diapers every week 
when the minimum wage of 
a month is 5000 BFS ($26)?
Let’s do some math. On 
average, Venezuelans will 
spend 1250 BFS ($6.60) a 
month only buying diapers 
for one baby. This means 
that they still have 3750 
BFS($19) for the rest of the 
month.
To give another example 
to show the differences in 
economies between Vene­
zuela and the U.S., one Big 
Mac combo at Mcdonald's 
costs 180 BFS. So for one av­
erage Venezuelan, the mini­
mum wage is not even close 
to what they would actually 
need to survive and main­
tain a family in the country.
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Fleeing religious persecution, student moves to US from Vietnam
Dani Marrero
Journal Staff
About 50 people would 
show up every week at A.N.’s 
home to attend the secret 
Christian sermon led by her 
father in a town near Ho Chin 
Nimh City. Fearing persecu­
tion by Vietnamese authori­
ties, most religious ceremonies 
were usually held in houses 
where they hoped to share the 
word of God without distur­
bances.
But A.N., a Suffolk junior 
and international relations 
major, recalled one instance 
where Vietnamese police offi­
cers knocked on her door dur­
ing a sermon on Sunday morn­
ing.
“In Vietnam, we faced a 
lot of persecution,” said A.N., 
who has chosen to remain un­
named for fear of retribution 
if she tries to re-enter Viet­
nam. “The police would come 
and they would take everyone 
to police station and ask ques­
tions. One time, they came to 
my house and did that, but my 
dad was hiding, so they didn’t 
find him. But they kept asking 
us who the leader was.”
The weekly gatherings 
would begin at 5 a.m. every 
Sunday to lower the chances of 
being seen. Home churches, as 
described by A.N., are common 
in Vietnam.
“In the context of Vietnam,” 
she said, “it is very different. 
We don’t have that many 
Christians. For example, in
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The church in Dorchester where A.N.'s family first congregated 
when they arrived in the U.S.
my class, I would be the only 
one who was a Christian, and 
at that time it wasn’t as ac­
cepted.”
A.N., 23, was born in 1991 
in Ho Chin Nimh City, but grew 
up in a smaller city nearby. She 
attended public school in Viet­
nam up to 11th grade, where 
she describes the education of 
consisting of “just memorizing 
a lot of things. You don’t really 
have your own thinking.”
In 2006, a friend of her 
father who was a pastor in 
Dorchester invited them to 
take over the church he was 
leading at the time. Because of 
personal issues, the friend had 
to move to Texas and needed
someone to fill the vacancy.
A.N., trying to get prepared 
for her transition to an Ameri­
can high school, took a gap 
year to study English in Viet­
nam. However, it was the first 
time the church in Dorchester 
was inviting a foreigner to be­
come their pastor, and navi­
gating through the paperwork 
required by immigration took 
them longer than anticipated. 
A.N. returned to school in 
Vietnam a year later, but con­
tinued taking English classes 
with a private tutor.
Her family finally moved 
to the Fields Corner neighbor­
hood in 2009, a place known 
to be home to a large Vietnam­
ese community in Dorchester.
“The first night we got to 
America, I saw all the Viet­
namese signs,” A.N. recalled. 
“I asked my parents, ‘Is this re­
ally America?”’
A.N. enrolled in Excel High 
School in South Boston, a pub­
lic school that has a large Viet­
namese student population. 
She repeated 11th grade by 
choice.
“I started 11th grade here 
because it’s hard to just have 
one year to prepare for col­
lege,” she said. “A lot of kids 
my age to went straight to 
community college, but be­
cause they didn’t really know 
English, a two year program
would take them four years.”
Her three years of English 
classes in Vietnam paid off 
upon arriving to Massachu­
setts; she was able to opt out 
of ESL courses and take regu­
lar English classes.
But another challenge 
arose when she graduated 
from Excel. Without a social 
security number, she could not 
apply for financial aid.
“In 2010 and 2011, I was 
suppose to be applying for 
colleges,” A.N. said, “but I 
couldn’t apply for financial 
aid, so I took another year off. 
In 2011, my dad passed away, 
and that’s when my mother 
and I applied for refugee sta­
tus. We got approved in about 
six months.”
With her refugee status 
granted, she applied to Suffolk 
and was awarded the Nathan 
Miller scholarship, which pro­
vides full-tuition coverage for 
students that attended a Bos­
ton public school.
“My mom and I actually 
wanted to move to another 
state where we have family,” 
A.N. said. “But I applied to 
Suffolk, and they covered all 
of my tuition. So we decided 
to stay.”
A.N. would like to visit Viet­
nam and her family that still 
lives there one day, but be­
cause of her refugee status, it 
is not recommended that she 
return until she becomes a 
U.S. citizen. But she plans to 
stay in the U.S. after gradua­
tion.
“My mother and I just have 
more opportunities here,” she 
said.
Cuba and US discuss differences, dipiomatic talks ensue
Will Senar
Journal Staff
The U.S. has announced 
plans to ease diplomatic rela­
tions with Cuba after more 
than 50 years of placing the 
embargo.
“We are taking steps to in­
crease travel, commerce and 
the flow of information to and 
from Cuba,” said President 
Barack Obama in a statement 
on Cuba policy changes. “This 
is fundamentally about free­
dom and openness and also ex­
presses my belief in the power 
of people to people engage­
ment.”
This move to ease relations 
has been seen as a way to get 
rid of an outdated approach 
that has been around since 
1961. Ten presidents have 
been in power since then, and 
there has been no progress on 
the Island toward a democ­
racy, nor has it been an effec­
tive approach, as described by 
Obama.
The Senate has also been try­
ing to push for a lift of all trav­
el restrictions from the United 
States to Cuba. USA TODAY re­
ported that a bipartisan group 
of senators are introducing the 
bill.
'Americans simply ought to 
have the right to travel wher­
ever they want to unless there's 
a compelling national security 
reason," Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ari-
By Flickr userThomassin Mickael
zona, said to USA Today.
According to The AP, the 
U.S. and Cuba closed two days 
of historic talks which saw 
some progress in diplomatic 
relations between the two 
countries. But there is still 
some differences over the role 
of human rights.
However, according to The 
AP, there are discrepancies 
whether there were talks about 
human rights. Roberta Jacob­
son, the most senior official to 
visit the country in more than
30 years, said the U.S. raised 
the issue in the morning but 
Josefina Vidal, Cuba’s top dip­
lomat with the U.S., said there 
was no mention of it.
Also reported by The AP, 
Gustavo Machin, deputy chief 
of North American Affairs for 
Cuba, said the delegations 
talked about U.S. human rights 
problems, like Michael Brown 
in Ferguson and Eric Garner 
in New York, in the afternoon 
session. They also complained 
about the detention of prison­
ers in Guantanamo Bay.
Judge Isaac Borenstein, a 
visiting professor at the Suf­
folk Law School and, someone 
who calls Havana's his home­
town, mentioned that when he 
and some law students trav­
elled to Cuba in January, they 
were well received during the 
trip, and that locals were wel­
coming to the law students.
“They have a different sys­
tem,” said Borenstein. “Do 
people go about their business
like we do? Yes, on a day-to­
day basis. Except for being a 
different culture, I didn’t no­
tice harsher conditions for Cu­
bans.” .
There has also been a de­
mand from Cuban President 
Raul Castro to return Guanta­
namo Bay and a complete lift 
of the trade embargo.
However, Borenstein feels 
that the nature of Guantanamo 
will not be a dealbreaker for 
the negotiations.
“It hasn’t killed the negotia­
tions. From a Cuban perspec­
tive, I can see that they’re a 
sovereign nation and don’t 
want an American base there 
... I could see, working that 
issue out we work out a rela­
tionship that ensures a rela­
tionship,” said Borenstein. ”I 
don’t see it as a deal breaker. 
Guantanamo, it’s more sym­
bolic now, we don’t need one 
as opposed to 50 years ago, I 
don’t think it’s as huge an is­
sue as people think.”
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French weighing options 
to prevent future attacks
WORLD BRIEFS
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By Sylvain Gauiler
UK I Parliament makes history
Members of Parliament voted Monday in favor of the historic move­
ment of ideology of three-person babies, according to BBC. The cre­
ation will consist of creating babies with DNA from two women and 
one man. The U.K. is now to be the first country to introduce laws 
allowing people to create a three-person baby. With an outstanding 
majority of 382 MPs in the House of Commons were in favor, while 128 
were against the technique, which according to BBC, prevents diseases 
to be passed from mother to child. A further vote will take place in the 
House of Lords, and if everything goes as planned, then the first baby 
will be born next year. The process was developed in Newcastle, which 
could eventually help mothers like Sharon Bernard! of Sunderland, who 
lost all seven of her pregnancies from the genetic disease mitochon­
drial disease. BBC reported Public Health Minister Jane Ellison said to 
the House, “And for the many families affected, this is light at the end 
of a very dark tunnel."
Protests in support of Charlie Hebdo 
in Lille, France after attacks in paris.
China i Air pollutton
Alexa Gagosz
Journal Staff
The attack in Paris at the Charlie 
Hebdo headquarters is now classi­
fied as textbook case of radicaliza- 
tion, according to NPR. The two 
brothers responsible for the shoot­
ing had gone from outlaws to vio­
lent radicals, as described by BBC.
Sylvain Gaulier, recent graduate 
and former Journal staff member 
who lives in France shared his obser­
vations and how people are feeling 
after days on unrest in Paris.
“The opinions are still divided 
about what happened and how it 
happened,” Gaulier said. “The gov­
ernment announced some measures 
to have classes on religions on one 
side and classes on civism on the 
other side. This is not new, so it 
doesn't really convince people. Some 
politicians are calling for stricter 
measures such as ‘nationality loss’ 
when people go to Syria or other 
similar countries where there is a 
fertile ground for terrorists.”
Gaulier said that for muslims in 
France, things have almostgone back 
to normal. Unfortunately though, 
during and right after the attacks, 
there was a lot of hatred exposed on 
the Internet, including seve’-al blogs.
“I feel like everything is going 
back to ‘normal’, or how it was be­
fore the attack,” he said. “But I don't 
agree with everything that has been 
said after the attack, such as the 
support of Charlie Hebdo for all. A 
real debate might be opened on re­
spect and tolerance. Can we make 
fun and insult some religion? If yes, 
is it still fine to make a living out of 
it and target the same people over 
and over again? But those are other 
things that would deserve to be con­
sidered in greater detail.”
According to the Independent, a 
British national newspaper, the anti- 
Charlie Hebdo protests are still oc­
curring around the world, includ­
ing the burning of the French 
flag. '
Recently, Pope Francis shocked 
journalists across the world when 
he commented on Charlie Hebdo’s 
activity and freedom of speech. 
He said that people who “pro­
voke” or “offend” others, whether 
it be for religious affiliations, we 
should not be “surprised” when 
such acts are avenged, according 
to The Daily Beast.
The brothers that committed 
the attack. Said and Cherif Koua- 
chi, had an extensive record with 
criminal activity. •
Said had traveled to Yemen in 
2011 and showed support for al 
Qaeda when he trained with the 
extremist group. He was intro­
duced to the radical ideology by 
his preacher at the Mosque that 
he belonged to in France.
Cherif has also had an extensive 
criminal record, according to The 
Wall Street Journal, as he was on 
the no-fiy list in the U.S. and the 
suspected terrorists list. He had 
moved back to Paris in 2011, but 
did not commit any crimes dur­
ing that time until the attacks on 
the Charlie Hebdo building this 
year, according to BBC.
The government of France is 
looking into ways attacks like 
these may be prevented in the 
future.
“Such opinions of nationality 
loss are generally expressed by 
the opposition, meaning right­
wing politicians,” Gaulier said. 
“There are still many debates 
about what we should do to avoid 
another tragedy through sentenc­
es, religious radicalism, and ter­
rorist ties.”
Protests are still seen happen­
ing across France in the defense 
of free speech.
“A small group of high school­
ers decided to walk from Bor­
deaux to Paris,” Gaulier said. “It 
took them about 10 days to make 
it to Paris.”
Only eight out of the 74 major cities in China have met their own writ­
ten standards on air quality in the country. According to BBC, the most 
polluted city includes the providence of north-eastern Hebei, which 
surrounds the capital of Beijing. Beijing and Shanghai were both re­
ported by the environment ministry as failing the assessment, which 
were major pollutants according to the measures BBC reported. Even 
though China looks to cutting the pollution count, the country still 
relies heavily on their main source of energy: coal. During last year 
alone, the government had shut down more than 8,000 coal-burning 
factories in Hebei. BBC reported China is struggling to make a balance 
between cutting the pollution and the country’s slowing and demand­
ing economy. One of the most southern points of China, the city of 
Haikou, is said to be the most environmentally-friendly, according to 
the report, while the rest of the clean cities were found in the eastern 
part of the country.
France i Discriminating ad
An ad for a graphic design job in France led through a discriminating 
nature when stating the candidate should “not be a Jew.” Racial dis­
crimination is illegal in France, according to BBC, and organizations 
are taking action. The anti-racism group SOS Racisme, which is located 
in France, says they are taking legal action. The ad was posted on 
Monday for the graphic design company of NSL Studio. The company 
has apologised for the ad, yet still offered numerous explanations why 
it contained this message. The company then tweeted on Tuesday the 
company “distances itself totally from all racist or anti-Semitic acts or 
statements.” They also said the person who was responsible for the 
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Suffolk performers gear up for bustling spring season
Haley Peabody
Journal Staff
As yet another semester 
begins for Suffolk students, 
both the Theatre Department 
and Performing Arts Office 
are gearing up to present 
their spring line-up of perfor­
mances, a season that will be 
packing both the C. Walsh and 
Modern Theatre with events to 
dazzle and delight the Suffolk 
community as well as the sur­
rounding Boston public.
In the coming weeks, both 
the Theatre Department and 
PAO will be presenting their 
highest anticipated events of 
the spring semester.
The PAO will be present­
ing their main stage produc­
tion for the season, “Spring 
Awakening.” This annual pro­
duction, which alternates each 
year between a musical and a 
play, is the centerpiece of the 
PAO’s work during the spring 
semester.
“With this slot we like to 
do things that have newer 
voices and contemporary play­
wrights,” said Kristin Baker, di­
rector of the PAO.
..Contrasting the perfor­
mances PAO sponsors during 
the fall semester, such as Fall 
Fest and Dinner Theatre, per­
formances that are typically 
lighthearted, the main stage 
production in the spring tends
to be slightly more somber and 
serious in nature.
“We’re looking for a play 
that has something to say to 
the Suffolk community and 
start conversation,” said Baker.
“Spring Awakening” is a 
musical that tells the story 
of German teenagers in the 
19th century that are discover­
ing the troubles of the world 
around them, as well as their 
own sexuality. The musical, 
which is based on a traditional 
German play, is an emotionally 
demanding piece that is paired 
with a powerful score.
“The material is hard. 
We’re asking our actors to go 
through a lot when they take 
on these roles and we’re also 
asking our audience to ex­
plore some dark and difficult 
things,” said Baker.
Due to the emotional na­
ture of the show, the PAO will 
be hosting several talkbacks 
with the cast, as well as op­
portunities for cast members 
and students to speak with the 
counseling center. In addition, 
the PAO will be partnering 
with the library. World Lan­
guages and Cultural Studies 
department where Professor 
Jay Rosellini will be hosting a 
discussion about the origins of 
the play as well as German cul­
ture during the time the show 
is set.
Rossellini’s talk will take 
place at 1 p.m. on Feb. 12 at 
the Poetry Center and “Spring
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"Shockheaded Peter" will be presented in 
Suffolk's Modern Theatre from 
March 6 to April 4.
Awakening” will take place 
Feb. 19-21 in the C. Walsh.
In the Theatre Department, 
the main production of the se­
mester, “Spring Showcase,” is 
currently deep in the rehearsal 
process, although the cast is 
facing the challenge of cop­
ing with lost rehearsals due to
snow days.
“The showcase is the soul of 
the department,” said Profes­
sor Marilyn Plotkins, chair of 
the Theatre Department. “We 
encourage all of our students 
to write and direct, not just 
act.”
The “Spring Showcase,” a
performance written and di­
rected entirely by students, is 
an annual production that the 
Theatre Department puts on in 
their Studio Theatre, located 
on the fourth floor of the Ar­
cher Building. The show will 
feature four one-act plays and 
will be held from Feb. 12-15.
In addition to the “Spring 
Showcase,” the Theatre Depart­
ment will be hosting several 
events in both the C. Walsh 
and Modern Theatre through­
out the semester.
In the Modern Theatre, the 
department will be working 
with Company One, a Boston 
based Theatre Company, to 
present “Shockheaded Peter.” 
Coincidentally, the production 
is also based on German play, 
about the struggles of chil­
dren transitioning into adult­
hood. Shockheaded Peter tells 
its tragic story using power­
ful music and boasts of being, 
“the most damning tale ever 
told on stage.” The show will 
be presented from March 6 to 
April 4.
The Theatre Department is 
also working on a production 
called, “The Marathon Project,” 
a multi-media producation by 
two seniors in the Theatre De­
partment who will be looking 
back on the Boston Marathon 
two years after the tragedy. 
The project, although pro­
duced by the Theatre Depart­
ment, is almost entirely cre­
ated by the students involved.
GrooveBoston brings Suffolk together to Rage for a Cause
Haley Peabody
Journal Staff
Suffolk University was tak­
en by storm by GrooveBoston 
on Thursday. Presented by 
Program Council and the Stu­
dent Government Association 
at Royale Boston, GrooveBos­
ton brought a unique dance 
party experience to students 
just outside campus.
The night was filled with 
booming, upbeat dance music 
and remixes of popular songs 
as well as light displays.
“Some people have been 
calling it a rave but its not. Its 
really a concert experience,” 
said Joe Nordlie, committee 
chair of PC traditions and spe­
cial events committee.
GrooveBoston, which ca­
ters strictly to colleges, is a 
truly unique experience, tai­
loring each of their shows to 
the audience of students they 
are performing for. Although 
they generally perform in 
the Northeast, GrooveBoston 
has created shows across the 
country for various different 
colleges.
“Its more of a reactive ap­
proach than a proactive one,” 
said Nordlie. What makes 
GrooveBoston unique is that 
,as the night goes on, they 
determine what lights to use 
and music to play based on 
how the audience is reacting, 
resulting in a unique show de­
signer for that specific audi­
ence while the performance is 
still going on.
The theme of this year’s 
tour is Cohesion. This theme 
of unity and togetherness was 
exemplified throughout the 
night as students from differ­
ent majors and campus organi­
zations joined together to en­
joy a night of music and dance.
In addition to hosting the 
nighttime event, GrooveBos­
ton also invited select groups 
on campus for a backstage VIP 
tour in the afternoon to learn 
more about what GrooveBos­
ton does as well as how they 
create their shows.
Although GrooveBoston 
seeks to bring an unforgetta­
ble night to college campuses, 
they also strive to use music to 
make a difference. GrooveBos­
ton has partnered with the 
House of Blues Music Forward 
Foundation to create the Rage 
for a Cause campaign, a part-
Haley Peabody/Journal Staff
nership in which GrooveBos­
ton will donate a portion of 
the proceeds they receive to 
music education programs.
The event had a turnout of 
425 students.
“I definitely see it as suc­
cessful,” said Nordlie. “I was 
happily surprised with the 
turnout and everyone I talked 
to had a great time.”
The event proved to be suc­
cessful for students. Rage for 
a Cause, and even Program 
Council itself.
“This event tested PC’s pro­
gramming ability as well as our 
outreach ... it was something 
we enjoyed and look back on
Brianna Silva/Journal Contributor
as successful,” said Nordlie.
In addition to GrooveBos­
ton, PC will also be working 
with Royale Boston in order 
create Suffolk’s Spring Con­
cert, starring pop star Jessie J.
“Although it’s expensive, 
it's the best option,” said Nor­
dlie of the venue.
Although PC had consid­
ered several different venues, 
they decided that Royale was 
the best option because of its 
proximity to Suffolk. The spa­
cious and elegant atmosphere 
of Royale made it a perfect fit 
for GrooveBoston as well as 
other PC sponsored events in 
the future.
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STMTTradHon spices up Jamaica Plain restaurant cSJa?
Jamin Buttafarro
Journal Staff
In December, President 
Obama announced the Unit­
ed States will be working to 
reform its relationship with 
Cuba, citing cultural ties be­
tween the two countries de­
spite their political differenc­
es. Regulations have imposed 
a divide between the two mil­
lion Cuban-Americans and the 
country where they live, work, 
and raise families. Despite the 
ongoing troubles of the politi­
cal affairs between the two na­
tions, Cuban culture and heri­
tage is present in Boston.
Recently, I came across 
the Old Havana Cuban restau­
rant in Jamaica Plain. Located 
about a block away from the 
Jackson Square Station stop on 
the Orange Line, a friend and 
I stopped in, hoping to get a 
taste of Cuban culture.
Old Havana is set in a 
charming building decorated 
with checkered walls and many 
mirrors. A large print of a map 
of Cuba is on display and tradi­
tional music plays over speak­
ers. Soft, multi-colored light 
fixtures hang down from the 
ceiling and there are plenty of 
tables for eating, drinking and 
relaxing.
As soon as we entered, we 
were greeted by the bubbly 
Wendy Tejeda, who owns and 
operates the restaurant with 
her partner Sixto Lopez. We 
chose a tall table by the win­
dows while Tejeda brought us 
a basket of fresh garlic bread 
along with the menus, and 
made sure we were comfort­
able.
As we browse the menu, a 
nearby table with a family of 
three greeted us and shared 
that they are regular patrons 
of Old Havana.
We chatted for a while and 
after they shared their top 
must-try dishes, my friend and 
I checked out the menu for 
ourselves.
The menu is concise, with 
appetizers, sandwiches, and 
sections for beef, chicken, sea­
food, and vegetarian options. 
Ever3q:hing on the menu is 
authentic Cuban fare, from a 
myriad of tropical fruit-based 
smoothies to homemade black 
beans and rice. We decided 
on three appetizers to start: 
Homemade Corn Tamales, 
Pork Croquettes, and Churros 
with Salsa di Guava.
The tamales are wrapped in 
a plantain leaf and have a sa­
vory and creamy texture. The 
croquettes are crunchy with a 
creamy pork filling that pairs 
perfectly with the spicy sauce 
served on the side. The chur­
ros are sweet and come with a
side of cinnamon sugar. Each 
churro is topped with salsa di 
guava made from guava fruit, 
a wonderful balance to the sa­
vory tamales and croquettes.
I chose to wash the appe­
tizers down with a fresh mam- 
ey shake, the national fruit of 
Cuba. It was thick and creamy 
without being overly sweet.
For the main course, we 
chose two of the dishes that 
were suggested to us: shrimp 
and mofongo, a mashed plan­
tain dish, and shredded beef 
with rice and beans. The jum­
bo shrimp were set in a sweet 
and spicy sauce filled with an 
assortment of peppers. The 
mofongo has a consistency 
similar to stuffing and is sa­
vory and multi-textured.
The flavor is rich, with a 
mild sweetness from the plan­
tains and the traditional ele­
ments of Cuban spices. The 
shredded beef was extremely 
tender, and peeled apart eas­
ily with a fork. The beef has 
a full-flavored sauce with a 
fresh variety of peppers. The 
rice is sticky, textured, fresh 
and steaming underneath the 
cup that helped form it into a 
dome on the plate.
The black beans come 
served in their own crock, 
steaming hot and sitting in a 
black bean broth. The flavors 
of the authentic cumin spice 
give the black beans a zing, 
and they ended up being my 
favorite element of the whole 
meal (although the mofongo 
was only a thread behind). We 
finished the meal with Cuban 
coffee: double shots of Cuban 
espresso served in small cups 
and made frothy and sweet.
After the meal, I had a 
chance to talk with Tejeda, and 
she told me about her experi­
ence bringing authentic Cuban 
cuisine to Boston.
“I have been here for one 
year,” said Tejeda excitedly, 
obviously passionate about the 
business she has built at Old 
Havana. “I love the American 
people and they love to eat 
here. They are very grateful 
for the food.”
The Old Havana Cuban Res­
taurant in Jamaica Plains is a 
fantastic place to start your re­
lationship with Cuban culture. 
The warm and inviting Cuban 
heritage that people like Teje­
da share with the city is one 
of the many experiences every 
Suffolk community member 
should try during their time 
living in Boston.
Warning, some of the dishes 
served at Old Havana are best 
experienced by calling 30 min­
utes before arriving to give the 
chefs a chance to make their 
preparations for the authentic, 
from scratch Cuban cooking, 
meaning no pre-made sauces 
or ingredients. Call ahead to 
ask about these options.
The Proclaimers 




"Warning, some of the dishes 
served at Old Havana are 
best experienced by calling 30 
minutes before arriving to give the 
chefs a chance to make their 
preparations for the authentic, 
scratch Cuban cooking, meaning no 
pre-made sauces or ingredients. Call 
ahead to ask about these options."
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Seriously Bent hosts fourth annuel Eat My Improv' show
Katherine Yearwood
Journal Contributor
Seriously Bent, Suffolk’s hi­
larious and outrageous improv 
team, hosted their fourth an­
nual “Eat My Improv” compe­
tition in the Modern Theatre 
Saturday.
Captains of the Seriously 
Bent team, seniors John Mac­
Gregor, Stephie Kay, and Zach 
Barker, were the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening. 
As expected, their chemistry 
was on point and every time 
they stepped out on stage to 
introduce the next group, they 
always found a way to make 
people laugh.
The event featured shows 
from other improv groups 
from around the Boston area 
including, Sarah Lawrence’s 
Feral Christine, Northeastern 
University’s New and Improv’d, 
Emerson College’s Stroop Wa- 
fel, and a few other groups as 
well.
All of Seriously Bent’s im­
prov shows are entertaining 
with their elements of sex, 
human abnormality, personi­
fication, role-playing and sto­
rytelling - this event was no 
exception. It was interesting 
to see Suffolk students work­
ing with students from other 
schools to put on a show for 
the Suffolk community.
Courtesy of Seriously Bent Facebook page
Seriously Bent will be traveling 
to Chicago to compete 
in a national improv competition.
Jacki Mancini, a freshman 
at Suffolk, referred to the show 
as, “incredibly hilarious and 
something everyone in high 
school and older can enjoy.”
“I’ll be honest,” said Manci­
ni, “I’m a real sucker for sexual 
innuendos. I have to say I liked 
the group’s content because 
they know what college kids 
really laugh at. I liked it when 
they got the crowd involved; it 
showed how well they can im­
prov.”
For those who have nev­
er been to. an improv show, 
an improv performance is a 
comedy show that generally 
works by having people come
up on stage and interacting 
with the audience. The group 
on stage will ask the guets to 
shout out things such as verbs 
and nouns that pop into, their 
heads. The performers choose 
one of those words and use it 
as a theme for a skit, an indi­
cator that signals the actors at 
random to move on to a new 
skit, or it can have an impact 
on the t)^e of character being 
portrayed.
Throughout the show, 
the audience was constantly 
laughing and clapping, wheth­
er it was at a skit where a fa­
ther was disciplining his kids 
for listening to a lying teacher
to something as risqud as a 
doctor fornicating with her pa­
tient.
The skits are awkward, cra­
zy, original, and above all they 
are always different which is 
exactly what makes improv 
unique. It does not matter if 
you’re someone who has never 
attended an improv show be­
fore or has attended a dozen, 
you will always be enticed to 
return. The proof lies in the 
faces of the veteran audience 
members who are always com­
ing back to see what the im­
prov members have up their 
sleeves.
Abu-Ghazaleh Yazeed, a 
freshman said that he has been 
to a few improv events in the 
past. He considers the event 
to be a “good show” and that 
the event deserves four out of 
five stars, favoring Sarah Law­
rence’s Feral Christine’s witty 
performance.
Yazeed is not the only one 
who thinks the show deserves 
four out of five stars. Elea­
nor Dungan, another fresh­
man, gave the show the same 
score. It was Dungan’s first 
improv event and she said 
she “enjoyed it” and found it 
to be “very funny.” Although 
she enjoyed the overall event, 
she thought some groups were 
better than others and that of 
the performers. Feral Christine 
was the best group along with 
Seriously Bent.
As expected. Seriously 
Bent’s chemistry was on point, 
and every time they stepped 
out on stage to introduce the 
next group, they always found 
a way to make people laugh 
and get the audience involved. 
They even found a way to make 
people laugh while announc­
ing their win at the New Eng­
land regionals College Improv 
Tournament over the summer 
in June 2014. Due to their win, 
they are traveling to Chicago 
to compete on a national level.
To ensure their trip to Chi­
cago goes smoothly the Seri­
ously Bent team needed to 
raise money, so they hosted 
an auction during the event. 
There was an open auction 
and a silent auction as well. 
The open auction was for two 
tickets to Improv Asylum and 
the crowd loved it. People kept 
raising their hands to be the 
lucky bidder to take home the 
prize.
The auction ended with the 
tickets selling for fifty dollars, 
one lucky bidder, and a room 
full of disappointed fans who 
lost the auction. Although only 
one person won the auction, 
anyone can still see great im­
prov performers at Suffolk for 
free.
Seriously Bent performs 
weekly during the semester at 
10 p.m. on Thursday nights in 
the basement of the 150 Resi­
dence Hall.
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Harper Lee to release sequel of To Km a Mockingbird
Scout Jean Louise Finch, Alabama’s iconic fictional heroine and the 
young narrator of Harper Lee’s timeless novel. To Kill a Mockingbird, is 
reappearing this July in print as a young woman in Lee’s second novel. 
Go Set a Watchman. Lee’s 304-page sequel was written before To Kill a 
Mockingbird, but was only discovered recently. The novel is centered 
on Scout, who now lives in New York, and the return to her famous 
hometown of Maycomb as a young adult to visit her father, Atticus. 
While she occasionally addresses the press, Lee has not commented 
on the new release. However, HarperCollins U.S. General Books Group 
and Canada will be printing two million copies set to be on stands July 
14, 2015.
French anniversary edition of Monopoly 
w9l contain real euros
The high-stakes game of Monopoly, where players from a thimble to 
a top hat can shell out $500 bills for dream property, is celebrating 
the French edition’s 80th anniversary this year and is fulfilling ev­
ery player’s fantasy by selling sets including actual money. Shipped to 
stores around the country Monday, giddy consumers, who participated 
in a survey last year, responded extremley positively towards including 
real money fueling the company’s decision to move away from a vin­
tage style game board as previously planned. Seventy-nine of Hasbro’s 
tabletop game will contain hidden 10, 20 and 100 euro notes with one 
board game that will include the bank’s entire loot of 20,580 euros or 
$23,268. The game is on sale now and customers are rolling the dice, 
passing “Go,” and hoping they’re one of the lucky few to bring home 
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STAFF EDITORIAL
After rumors swirled around 
campus that Suffolk was planning 
to sell the Donahue and Archer 
buildings, the university officially 
announced the move Tuesday.
Donahue and Archer are an es­
sential part of Suffolk’s geography 
and appeal. We are a university 
scattered across the prestigious 
buildings of downtown Boston, 
nestled together by the State 
House. That becomes tattered if 
Donahue and Archer are gone.
This move comes after the 
sale of Fenton last summer and 
following a previous interest by 
the university to sell Ridgeway 
- a move that cannot be followed 
through until Suffolk finds a new 
space for the gym.
Many came to Suffolk attract­
ed to the idea that the buildings 
are spread out through the city, 
in the historic streets of Boston, 
including Beacon Hill. Without 
that luxury, what will Boston be 
to some prospective students who 
are looking for that experience? 
Will they turn to schools like 
nearby Emerson instead?
Donahue is the hub of the Col­
lege of Arts and Sciences campus 
life. It holds the university’s sole 
designated student activity space, 
rooms for student clubs, and mul­
tiple offices. While Archer was 
home to mainly science space that 
was planned to move to 20 Som­
erset, it is the building that bears 
the name of Suffolk’s founder, and 
would be a huge loss to students.
This is not to mention that 
both buildings are connected to 
the C. Walsh and Studio Theatres, 
two essential spaces for theatre
www.suHolkjournal.net
majors, as well as the students 
who enjoy performing or watch­
ing their peers on stage.
And, without Donahue, where 
will Suffolk hold its treasured 
Temple Street Fair?
This impending sale is a hard 
hit to what makes Suffolk, well, 
Suffolk. The landscape of the 
school is changing in every sense. 
We started the year with an 
abrupt change in president. Dean 
Kenneth Greenberg announced 
he was stepping down to teach, 
and President Norman Smith has 
since created a new advertis­
ing campaign. Now, the physical 
landscape is changing too.
Some students are having a 
hard time imagining all the office 
and student spaces in Donahue 
will be able to fit in Sawyer, 20 
Somerset, and 73 Tremont. With­
out a clear map or plan, it is hard 
to believe it will work seamlessly.
Though administration be­
lieves consolidating campus is 
the right move, the shock ex­
pressed across people’s faces 
when hearing about the move to 
put Donahue and Archer on the 
market says enough. Suffolk is 
changing, and this time it’s not in 
our best interest.
Beyond the Constitution:
Why a Supreme Court ruling 
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When the U.S. Supreme 
Court announced last month 
it would decide whether same- 
sex marriage is protected by 
the Constitution, I was under­
whelmed at the news. In the 
“suggested” related articles 
on the sidebar of the New 
York Times, where I read the 
announcement, there was an 
article on the continuing pro­
tests in New York City and 
Boston organized by the Black 
Lives Matter movement.
How apt, I thought.
Decades after Martin Lu­
ther King and Rosa Parks, and 
almost two centuries after 
Frederick Douglass and Har­
riet Tubman, their movement 
still lives and uses the same 
language and chants against 
racism. So how, I question, is 
a federal government ruling 
effective when establishing so­
cial justice?
According to our laws, 
black people should be equal 
in this country by now, yet we 
still witness thousands take 
over the streets in dozens of 
cities to protest against police 
brutality and socioeconomic 
inequality. This comes decades 
after black people, like LGBTQ 
people now, were seeing for 
once the federal government 
take responsibility for their 
rights.
If the black struggle is any 
indication of what to expect 
after the same-sex marriage 
ruling - that is, hoping the 
Supreme Court will rule in fa­
vor of acknowledging that it is 
protected -- this victory should 
consist of brief celebrations 
from the LGBTQ community 
and long preparations for the 
social backlash after.
People of color know that 
laws only serve as theoreti­
cal assurances that equality 
will take place. We know that 
words on paper promising to 
protect us, which are signed 
and backed by political of­
ficials who, more often than 
not, are upper-class, white 
men, are rarely reflected be­
yond the documents and onto 
the streets.
Laws that are put into place 
trying to undo the systematic 
oppression that people of col­
or, LGBTQ folks, women, im­
migrants, and low-wage work­
ers have long endured require 
more than a couple of sympa­
thetic politicians to truly carry 
out social change.
For those of us who fall 
into more than one of those
iMf:
I >
By Flickr user Jason Scott
groups, the concepts of justice 
and equality are an unpredict­
able balancing game when one 
of our identities receives more 
legal protection than another, 
more social acceptance than 
another. Queer immigrants of 
color know this battle better 
than anyone else.
Although knowing I cannot 
be legally fired because I am 
queer is a hell of a good thing, 
it won’t change the discrimi­
natory stares and words ex­
changed in daily casual inter­
action. It will also not change 
that conservative business 
owners think it is their own 
constitutional right to kick me 
out of their restaurant because 
I impede their freedom of re­
ligion.
These are small acts of vio­
lence against us, and laws do 
not penetrate the social con­
structs of discrimination deep 
enough to get rid of them. 
Laws are only reflections of 
the ideas the people at power 
are perpetuating to other peo­
ple with power.
Attacking institutional­
ized oppression and hoping it 
brings down ideological and 
interpersonal oppression with 
it - “trickle down” justice, if 
you will - is as unproductive 
in social justice as it is in eco­
nomics. It only makes those at 
the top feel good about them­
selves while the rest of us get
h riiHBiii filii —
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worse off.
Human Rights Campaign, 
the nation’s largest LGBT civil 
rights organization, released 
a report last month with a 
breakdown of each state’s pro­
tections offered to lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, and transgen­
der citizens. The report high­
lighted that, despite the fact 
that 36 states and D.C. allow 
same-sex marriages, discrimi­
nation continues.
Even Massachusetts, the 
first state to offer marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples, 
is behind on laws that protect 
transgender people that regu­
late accommodations in pub­
lic spaces, such as restrooms. 
This is another example of 
how equality walking down 
the aisle does not translate to 
justice for the entire LGBTQ 
community.
The federal government 
taking action on this is a pro­
gressive move and long over­
due for the gay rights move­
ment. However, to think of it 
as the ultimate end goal of the 
movement is a mistake.
Even if all 50 states were 
handing out marriage licenses 
by the summer, so long as sex­
ual diversity is in the realm of 
taboo, and gender is still tied 
to only male and female, the 
light at the end of the tunnel 
for justice for the LGBTQ com­
munity is still looking bleak.
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MBTA reaction to Red Line panic 
was insensitive and unnecessary
Katie Dugan
Journal Staff
Smoke surrounded an in­
bound Red Line train car after 
its propulsion system failed as 
it was pulling into Quincy Cen­
ter on Thursday morning, ac­
cording to the Boston Herald. 
As smoke began to surround 
and fill the vehicle, naturally, 
the passengers became pan­
icked.
They tried prying the train 
doors open, but they would not 
budge. They pressed emergen­
cy buttons and pulled emer­
gency handles, but no MBTA 
workers were coming to help 
them, passenger Kimberly Per­
kins, who was in the train car, 
told NECN. Bystanders on the 
platform immediately noticed 
the chaos and began breaking 
the windows so the passengers 
stuck inside could escape.
It was pretty clear the pas­
sengers were shaken up by the 
ordeal, however, they weren’t 
about to get any sympathy 
from the MBTA, whose offi­
cials said in an initial state­
ment that there was “abso­
lutely no reason for riders to 
break the windows” because 
“there was no danger and no 
one was injured,” according to 
Boston Magazine.
MBTA spokesman Joe Pesa- 
turo said transit officials were 
working to open the doors by 
the time a man began to break 
one of the train’s windows, 
and that “there was no need 
for him to do that.”
Though MBTA officials later 
apologized for their initial in­
sensitivity, they seem to think 
that the riders had the luxury 
of knowing that they were not 
in immediate danger. I can 
only assume passengers in a 
smoke filled car reacted as rea­
sonably as possible when the 
doors weren’t opening and the 
only other way out would be 
through a broken window.
The MBTA’s officials need 




MBTA passengers at Park Street station wait for 
the Red Line, which was recently plagued 
with issues during the frigid weather.
dents happen all the time, es­
pecially on public transporta­
tion. Thursday’s incident on 
the Red Line came just weeks 
after a metro tunnel in Wash­
ington, D.C. filed with smoke, 
causing the death of one pas­
senger and the hospitalizations 
of dozens more, according to 
NECN. Why would the MBTA 
try to downplay its paying cus­
tomers’ fear for their lives?
There also appears to be no 
clear protocol or evacuation 
plan for when a subway car 
starts smoking. Must we re­
mind you, MBTA, the average 
train-rider is not an expert on 
all things such evacuation pro­
tocols, and that multiple re­
ports from witnesses and pas­
sengers on the train claimed 
there were no MBTA employ­
ees in sight when the incident 
occurred?
I’m sure many passengers 
were relieved to hear that 
the smoke was nothing seri­
ous, but what if a similar in­
cident happens again, only to 
be far worse than a common 
malfunction? Will passengers 
hesitate to escape the train all 
out of fear that officials will
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Keystone XL 
Plenty of risks, few benefits
fP
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publicly say they overreacted, 
rather than sympathizing with 
them and working actively to­
ward a solution to prevent this 
from happening again? Gover­
nor Charlie Baker publicly stat­
ed that he too was “disappoint­
ed” in the MBTA’s response to 
the accident, according to ABC 
News.
After an outburst of nega­
tive responses from the public 
about how the situation was 
handled, the MBTA released a 
public apology. “It was never 
the MBTA’s intention to ques­
tion what the customers were 
feeling or experiencing ... at 
Quincy Center,” Pesaturo said 
in a statement Friday. “The 
MBTA apologizes for the un­
settling experience created by 
the mechanical issues with the 
Red Line train.”
The MBTA’s response to 
the incident was just unpro­
fessional. It was their duty to 
take responsibility for what 
happened. If they had just 
done that initially, it would 
have spared them the embar­
rassment of the governor’s 
statement and the negative re­
sponses.
In the three months since 
Republicans swept Novem­
ber’s midterm elections, the 
new majority in Congress has 
wasted little time in passing 












but the project 
looks to have 
little economic 






touted that gas 
prices would 
go down dra­
matically if it 
is built, but 
Keystone could 
just use the U.S. 
as a middle­





that gas prices 
would actually 
rise in some 
states near the 
pipeline be­
cause the oil 
produced would be mostly ex­
ported, according to the U.S. 
State Department report.
One proponent, Sen. 
Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.) said 
the pipeline would employ 
20,000 people, according to 
Newsweek, but he failed to 
mention that most jobs cre­
ated would be temporary, and 
would only last one to two 
years. The U.S. State Depart­
ment found in their report on 
Keystone XL that only 35 jobs 
created by the pipeline would 
be permanent.
Not only does this pipeline 
make little sense economi­
cally, it also would create the 
possibility of an environmen­
tal disaster to our nation’s 
crops, ecosystems, water sup­
ply and wildlife. The pipeline 
would stretch across the Mid­
west and end in Texas, includ­
ing a stretch over the Ogal- 
lala aquifer, one of America’s 
main water sources for drink­
ing and irrigation. In Alberta,
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Canada, leaks in pipelines 
have heavily polluted major 
water sources such as Cold 
Lake.
Additionally, the National 
Drought Mitigation Center 
has confirmed major-droughts 
in Oklahoma and California 
for this year. We need to 
protect what' water we have 
not only for our health, but 
for our farms 













cant risks to 
our environ­
ment, given 
that phase one 
of the Keystone 
pipeline had 12 
significant oil 
spills during its 




cans have to 
deal with los- 
land and 
resources af­
ter an oil spill, 
but taxpayers 
would also have 






when the oil 
company cut $10 billion from 
its tax bill to pay for cleanup 
of the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill, according to Reuters.
Although President Obama 
has vowed to veto the bill. 
Keystone XL - which has 
been a priority for Republican 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell since November — 
has some history to it.
According to a report from 
the International Forum on 
Globalization, the pipeline 
could produce $100 billion 
in profit Charles and David 
Koch, the brothers who run 
Koch Industries, and two of 
McConnell’s, and many other 
Republicans’ top campaign 
contributors.
This pipeline creates only 
one winner in all of the de­
bate - big oil. The U.S. should 
not risk its water supply and 
ecosystems for a pipeline for 
oil that will be exported to 
the international market, and 
has few benefits for the U.S.
"According to a 






lion in profit Charles 
and David Koch, the 
brothers who run 
Koch
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Parents: ignore enti-vexxers, protect your kid
Sam Humphrey
Journal Staff
It is just more than a month 
into 2015, and the number of 
measles cases reported in the 
U.S. has surged past the totals 
for nine of the past 15 years. 
More than 50 years after the 
first vaccines against measles 
were introduced, it is frighten­
ing and concerning that many 
parents still refuse to vacci­
nate their kids against some­
thing as treatable as measles.
Just how many American 
parents refuse to vaccinate 
their kids? Concrete numbers, 
or even estimates, are hard 
to come by, but given that 
the idea still enjoys support 
among politicians, younger 
adults, and the well-educated, 
the number seems to be in the 
range of “far too many.”
Upon being asked if he 
thought parents should be re­
quired to vaccinate their kids 
against measles. New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie said 
he and his wife chose to do 
so, but “parents need to have 
some measure of choice in 
things as well so that’s the bal­
ance that the government has 
to decide,” according to NPR. 
His vague answer points either 
to a desire to not alienate par­
ents who fear a government 
dictating how they protect 
their children, or an ignorance 
of how important vaccinations 
are to keeping historically dev­
astating diseases just part of 
history.
Another Republican, who 
might face off against Christie 
in the 2016 presidential elec­
tion, put it more bluntly.
“I have heard of many trag­
ic cases of walking, talking 
normal children who wound 
up with profound mental dis­
orders after taking vaccines,” 
Republican Senator Rand Paul 
told CNBC in an interview. He 
also said most vaccines should 
be voluntary, and that the de­
cision to vaccinate their child 
or not is “an issue of freedom”
Vaccines? 1 pre£er to go 
aU-nataral!
for parents.
His remarks sound eerily 
similar to a claim made by for­
mer Representative and 2012 
GOP presidential candidate Mi­
chele Bachmann, who warned 
against the supposed dangers 
of vaccines. Bachmann claimed 
to have met a mother during 
the campaign who said a vac­
cine against the HPV virus giv­
en to her young daughter had 
caused “mental retardation” in 
the girl. According to Politi- 
fact, what began as a criticism 
of Texas Governor and fellow 
candidate Rick Perry’s man­
date that school girls receive 
the vaccine turned into an ill- 
conceived anecdote into a fair­
ly big news story that followed 
Bachmann.
“I didn’t make any state­
ments that would indicate that 
I’m a doctor. I’m a scientist, or
making any conclusions about 
the drug one way or another,” 
she told reporters four days 
later, according to Politifact. 
She was just, you know, taking 
an unverifiable anecdote from 
a faceless mother and turning 
it into a talking point meant to 
rouse the crowd against a sup­
posed big-government intru­
sion from Perry.
Perhaps scarier than any 
politician’s stance is what our 
peers feel about the issue. In a 
Pew Research Survey from Au­
gust 2014, a whopping 41 per­
cent of adults aged 18-29 s.aid 
parents should decide whether 
or not to vaccinate their chil­
dren with common immuniza­
tions. The number of respon­
dents who think vaccinations 
should be mandatory increases 
as they get older, perhaps be­
cause older generations have a
The Seahawks didn't lose it, the Patriots won it
Jeremy Hayes
Journal Staff
The New England Patriots 
won the Super Bowl because 
of their execution, and not for 
any other reason.
Everyone will remember 
the final play of Super Bowl 
XLIX, with Seattle Seahawks 
quarterback throwing an 
interception in the final 
seconds of the game at the one 
yard line.
Sports analysts are talking 
about the final play call by 
Seahawks head coach Pete 
Carroll, asking why the team
wouldn’t run the ball with top 
running back Marshawn Lynch 
in the back-field.
The coach’s explanation 
made sense. His goal was to 
save time on second down and 
conserve his final timeout.
Unlikely hero, cornerback 
Malcolm Butler, seized the 
moment and jumped the pick 
play like a pro. His heads up 
play took the ball away from 
Seahawks receiver Ricardo 
Lockette, stealing the game for 
the Patriots.
But no, lets not talk about 
how the Patriots overcame a 
fourth quarter comeback. Lets 
not talk about how the defense
bent but didn’t break in the 
final moments.
This is football. It is 
about production, not “what 
ifs.” People can sit at home 
and shovel chips into their 
mouths, crying about what 
could have been, but not 
what happened. The Patriots, 
the world champions, made a 
play. Why isn’t anyone talking 
about “what if’ the Patriots 
didn’t give up a game-tying 
touchdown before halftime 
and left shark (and Katy 
Perry)? Will we dissect every 
play throughout the game just 
to make excuses on why the 
loser is the loser?
FROm SGA
Suffolk university
Cartoon by Catalina Rutin
better memory of when things 
like measles weren’t so easy to 
protect against.
Whether the straw-man 
stories are about vaccines 
for measles or HPV, parents 
should ignore the anecdotal 
stories from politicians like 
Paul and Bachmann. At a time 
when immunizations - and re­
quirements from schools and 
universities that students are 
vaccinated - are so common, 
it is downright dishearten­
ing to think the country may 
be taking a step backwards in 
trusting the medicines that are 
available to us.
If parents truly want to 
protect their children, they 
should recognize the impor­
tant advances against diseases 
our country has made in the 
decades since these vaccines 
were introduced.
It goes for the Patriots 
imperfect season as well. The 
“greatest offense of all-time” 
could not crack 20 points, but 
everyone will only mention the 
lucky “helmet catch.”
Same goes for the Jermaine 
Kearse circus catch. Fans need 
to stop seeking a scapegoat 
when their team loses or 
almost loses.
Dissecting a football game 
is not as complicated as some 
uneducated fans will admit. It 
is all about what the production 
is, not the “what ifs”
Enough of “if he didn’t.” 
Guess what? He did. Now 
finish your chips and be quiet.
student government association |
Dear Suffolk Students,
Welcome back! We hope 
you are all having a great 
start to your spring semes­
ter.
The Student Govern­
ment Association would 
like to extend our con­
gratulations to Jonathan 
McTague, class of 2018, for 
becoming the Chair for the 
Academics Committee. We 
would also like to applaud 
Brianna Silva, class of 2017, 
for becoming the Co-Chair 
of the Public Relations 
Committee. Great work!
Last Saturday, SGA held 
our annual Winter Retreat. 
Our retreat consisted of 
team building exercises and 
goal-setting that our sena­
tors created to successfully 
help students throughout 
our campus. Thanks to all 
of our senators who always 
show tremendous effort in 
keeping the momentum go­
ing in student government. 
Keep up the great work!
SGA would like to an­
nounce that this year’s 
nominations for the SGA 
Executive Board will take 
place on Thursday, Feb. 5, 
and Thursday, Feb. 12.
Also, to all students who 
would like to run as an SGA 
Senator for their class or a 
Senator at-large, election 
packets will be available in 
Donahue D433 on Feb. 5. 
All students are welcome 
and are encouraged to run.
Our regular weekly 
meetings are held every 
Thursday at 1 p.m. in Dona­
hue 311. We welcome and 
encourage all students to 
attend our meetings. As al­
ways, if you have any ques­
tions, please do not hesi­
tate to contact us at sga@ 
suffolk.edu.
Have a great week!
‘Student Government 
Association
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SPORTS 
BRIEFS
Bruins aim to be Staniey Cup contenders
UFC: S0v3 and Diaz fail drug test
Saturday night, Anderson “Spider” Silva defeated Nick Diaz in 
the main event of UFC 183. Tuesday night, the two fighters 
reportedly both failed their drug tests. The consensus greatest 
of all-time of mixed martial arts, Silva, tested positive for 
the anabolic steroid drostanolone. Diaz, recording his third 
•offense, had marijuana metabolites in his system. Silva, the 
former UFC middleweight champion, has never had any 
drug-related offenses, whereas Diaz is expected a firmer 
punishment being a three-time offender. Silva made his 
return to the octagon after he broke his leg in a title fight 
against Chris Weidman back in 2013. In part of a statement 
from the UFC, they said, “UFC is disappointed to learn of 
these initial results. The UFC has a strict, consistent policy 
against the use of any illegal and/or performance enhancing 
drugs, stimulants or masking agents by its athletes.” Silva 
won in a unanimous decision against Diaz in a non-title bout.
Browns' receiver Josh Gordon 
susupended one year
Troubled wide receiver Josh Gordon for the Cleveland 
Browns has been suspended for one year, according to ESPN. 
Gordon is a repeat offender for violating the NFL Policy 
and Program for Substance Abuse. He failed the league’s 
substance abuse test Jan. 25 for alcohol. Previous offenses 
involved marijuana. Gordon was suspended for 10 games in 
the 2014-15 season and was suspended the final game for 
team conduct violation. In 2013, Gordon appeared to be one 
of the brightest young receivers with 1,646 receiving yards 
and nine touchdowns for the Browns, ESPN said. The Brown 
spent a compensatory draft pick on the Baylor star, but his 
off the field problems have proven to hurt the team more 
than he has helped. He was expected to be a free agent in 





With the Patriots officially 
having done their job, the 
Boston area four major sports 
teams have now captured nine 
championships since 2002.
Another team in the Boston 
area is proving they can 
contend for a title.
With a 27-16-7 record (61 
points), the Boston Bruins seem 
poised to make the Stanley 
Gup Playoffs once again. And 
with a team who seems to 
get better every game, their 
chances continue to improve. 
The Bruins are 8-1-1 in their 
last 10 games with impressive 
victories against elite teams 
such as the New York Islanders, 
New York Rangers and Tampa 
Bay Lightning. Not to mention, 
a victory against the defending 
champion, the Los Angeles 
Kings.
One of the most important 
factors in the recent 
improvements has been the 
emergence of the 18-year-old 
winger David Pastrnak. “Pasta,” 
as he’s lovingly referred to, 
began to show promise at 
the NHL level against the 
Philadelphia Flyers on Jan. 10, 
when he netted two goals and 
was a plus one.
In his next game, this time 
against a dangerous Lightning 
squad, Pastrnak found the 
back of the net two more 
times, sporting a plus four 
on the evening. Since then, 
his production has leveled 
off a bit, but the youngster 
has undoubtedly cemented a 
position on the roster, and has
proven to be a threat on the 
ice.
In addition to Pastrnak’s. 
play, net minder Tuukka Rask 
— who you might as well shoe- 
in as a Vezina Trophy candidate 
annually at this point — has 
been outstanding. During 
their 8-1-1 streak, Rask has 
played nine of those contests, 
allowing only 14 goals.
After a slow start for the 
Finnish goalie and the Bruins, 
Rask isn’t sporting his usual 
numbers, but he’s steadily 
working his way back to an 
excellent mark. He’s won three 
of his last four games, with 
the only loss coming against 
Colorado in overtime. And in 
Boston’s victory against the 
Isles last week, Rask treated 
fans to a save of the candidate, 
in the process of stopping 43 
of 45 shots against one of the 
most offensively gifted teams 
in the Eastern conference.
This isn’t the Bruins of last 
year who pummeled everyone 
in their path en route to the 
top seed and a President’s
iiiia,*..,.....................
By Flickr user Dinur
trophy. This is the beginning
of a new era in Boston Bruins
hockey. Captain Zdeno Chara is
no spring chicken, and Patrice
Bergeron seems poised to take
the "C" in the coming years.
Dougie Hamilton is improving
everyday on the blue line,
and the critically acclaimed
Pastrnak’s future looks bright.
. Again, maybe they’re not the
most dominant Bruins team in
the past few years, but if you
think back to any of the recent
champions, including the 2011
Bruins — and excluding the
2013 Chicago Blackhawks —
none of those teams were
ever the undisputed best team
in hockey. It’s all about who
gets hot at the right time, and
which team has a prototypical
“clutch gene.”
Remember, this is the NHL, 
not the NBA.
Seven and eight seeds can 
win in the playoffs, while 
one and two seeds are no 
guarantee. The Bruins have 
the same shot as any other 
playoff contender.
Team standings Suffolk sports deal with bad weather
Men's Basketball
1. Albertus Magnus 11-0
2. Johnson & Wales 10-2
3. Anna Maria 9-2




2. Johnson & Wales 5-3









*Note that all standings are GNAC records 
Men's Basketball
vs. Saint Joseph's (Maine), Dec. 5,6 p.m.
Women's Basketball 
@ MCLA, Dec. 5,5:30 p.m
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challenge for us to make sure 
that we still get enough shots 
up during the week, stay fresh 
with the stuff that we run, and 
make sure that we are prepared 
for the next opponent.”
Athletic Director Cary 
McConnell also weighed in on 
the current state of the athletic 
department.
"Clearly, coaching a specific 
team in the New England 
weather is a major challenge 
whether you are an indoor 
sport or outdoor sport," 
McConnell said in a statement 
to the Journal.
"As we know, if you do 
not like the weather in New 
England all you have to do is 
wait a day or two and it could 
be vastly different. This winter 
has presented our coaches 
with missed practice times and 
re-scheduled games. Not ideal 
but, unfortunately a reality 
in New England. Our coaches 
will do their very best to keep 
their teams sharp under the
“As we know, if 
you do not like the 
weather in New 
England all you have 
to do is wait a day or 





Men’s hockey may have it 
even tougher than basketball, 
and head coach Chris Glionna 
is faced with the challenge of 
trying to keep his players on 
the ice.
“The snow days are a 
challenge because we don’t 
own the rinks we skate in,” 
Glionna said. “When we have to 
cancel, it makes rescheduling 
very difficult.”
Men’s hockey (10-6-1) has 
managed to squeeze in most 
practices, along with two out 
of three scheduled games 
since the start of the spring 
semester. Unfortunately for 
the Rams, their last game 
resulted in an overtime loss 
against Johnson & Wales, 3-2.
“Our athletic department 
does a great job to keep us on 
the ice as much as possible,” 
Glionna said.
Suffolk athletics will have 
to stay focused heading 
into the final weeks of their 
■ corresponding seasons and try 
to shovel a few victories into 
the win column.
“With three weeks left in 
our season, I hope the weather 
cooperates the rest of the 
way,” Nelson said.
SPORTS
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Job well done
New England Patriots win first Super Bowl title in a decade
Ian Kea
Journal Staff
Entering the University of 
Phoenix stadium, Bill Belichick 
could not have known the New 
England Patriots savior to win 
Super Bowl XLIX would have 
come from a division two, 
University of West Alabama 
alumnus and undrafted rookie 
Malcolm Butler.
After a spectacular play 
made by Seahawks receiver 
Jermaine Kearse with less 
than two minutes remaining, 
Butler was bound to be the 
next Patriots scapegoat if the 
team lost. After a running play 
by Seattle’s Marshawn Lynch 
to the Patriots goal line, the 
Seahawks decided to switch 
it up and go with their quick
receiver pick, but once the 
formation was set and the 
ball snapped Butler won the 
battle of the undrafted free 
agents and picked the ball off 
of Seahawks veteran receiver 
Ricardo Lockette.
After being swarmed by 
nearly every major TV station 
in.the nation, Butler simply 
said, “I just had a vision that 
I was going to make a big 
play and it came true. I’m just 
blessed. I can’t explain it right 
now. It’s crazy.”
Not only was the ending of 
this Super Bowl one for the 
ages, it was also a Super Bowl 
that solidified a legacy. At the 
end of the game. Bill Belichick 
tied Steelers’ Chuck Noll with 
the most Super Bowl wins by a 
head coach and Brady tied his 
boyhood idol Joe Montana and 
Hall of Earner Terry Bradshaw
Tom Brady completed 
a Super Bowl record 36 
passes to win his fourth 
title, along with his third 
Super Bowl MVP.
for the most Super Bowl wins 
by any other quarterback in 
NFL history. After completing 
the largest second-half 
comeback in NFL history down 
by 10, pro-bowl teammate 
Darrelle Revis gave Brady the 
ultimate praise.
“It’s great. It’s just another 
one under his belt, he is going 
to go down as the greatest 
quarterback to ever play this 
game,” Revis told the media 
postgame. “He is clutch. He
is Michael Jordan. He is Tom 
Brady. You put him in that 
category of Magic Johnson, 
all of them, man. Go down the 
list. He is one of the greatest 
td ever do it.”
If not Brady, then there’s 
little question Patriots receiver 
Julian Edelman would’ve been 
the Super Bowl MVP. After 
taking nine big hits and gaining 
109 total yards, Edelman fired 
back at doubters.
“You go in, we’re getting 
our teeth kicked in by Kansas 
City,” Edelman said. “You lose 
that game, we come back, we 
win some games and now we’re 
Super Bowl champs. What did 
Trent Dilfer say? That the 
Patriots are the worst team? 
They can’t win? You know, it’s 
unbelievable to hear that guy 
say that. It’s embarrassing — 
for him.”
By Flickr user remolacha.net
Before the “Gronk party 
bus” left the parking lot, tight 
end Rob Gronkowski said 
in true fashion after being 
involved in a post-victory 
brawl, “Screw it. I’m throwing 
some haymakers.”
Through the adversity 
and controversy brought by 
“deflate-gate,” the Patriots 
stand as one, as champions.
The city of Boston has now 
completed the “Grand Slam of 
North American Sports” with 
Boston’s four major sports 
teams winning championships 
in the last six years. Ecstatic 
Suffolk University freshman 
Nathan Espinal of Salem, 
described the state of 
euphoria on Sunday as, “Pure 
excitement. I saw a team 
win something that was 
completely, undoubtedly well 
deserved.”
Snowstorms cause major setback for athletics
Jeremy Hayes
Journal Staff
The historic amount of 
snowfall has all of Boston cold, 
including Suffolk University’s 
winter athletics.
Men's hockey, men’s 
basketball, and women’s 
basketball are the three winter 
sports currently playing, but 
the abundance of snowfall this 
semester has interrupted each 
squad’s season.
Men’s basketball head 
coach Adam Nelson has not 
been pleased with Mother 
Nature at all.
“This weather has been a 
disaster for us,” Nelson said.
“We have had a stretch from 
Jan. 19 to now where we have 
not played.”
Nelson is referring to the 
two home games against Lasell 
and Saint Joseph’s of Maine, 
which were postponed due to 
the severe weather. It has been 
a total of 23 days since men’s 
basketball (7-10) has played a 
single basketball game.
“We have also missed a 
ton of practice time due to 
the weather,” Nelson said. 
“We have been trying to be 
proactive with the recent 
storms. For example, with this 
most recent storm, we were 
scheduled for an off day on last 
Sunday, but came into practice 
figuring that Monday would 
be an issue with the weather,
which it was.”
The Suffolk campus was 
closed Monday for a snowstorm 
following a blizzard, so Nelson 
felt Sunday was the best option 
for the team.
Suffolk is in the heart 
of Boston, so snow is not a 
surprise to say the least for 
these teams. The problem is 
having these storms follow 
each other immediately, one 
after the other, causing Suffolk 
athletics to have long droughts 
without practices.
“I’ve been coaching since 
1996, and have never had 
this many practices canceled 
or games postponed,” Nelson 
said. “It has been a huge
See SUFFOLK page 15
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Jeremy Hayes/Journal Staff
Boston accumulated 40.2 inches of snow since last Monday, 
according to the National Weather Service.
